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· From: Isa Blyden <blyden.iespadon@gmail.com>
> To: paul conton <paulconton@yahoo.com>
>
> Sent: Thursday, August 9, 2012 10:25 AM
> Subject: Re:
>
> Over the decades during which we , referred to ourselves as a
> 'nation'--a term used by the second wave of settlers who had witnessed
> the free slaves setting up a nation,[ flag and all] on an island off
> Georgia, and intended to, and thru their descendants or
> influence,establish a free nation, achieved a significant measure of
> nationhood--but we do not seem to appreciate the richness of our
> historic heritage, refuse to read, preserve the cultural heritage left
> us and refuse to recognize the people whose education we contributed
> to; who have abandoned language,culture and customs in favour a Krio
> one because, and I quote the current response of  25 or more natonals
> --'mommy we de tok krio to we pikin dem mek dem go civilize.  nobodi
> nor know we,ma'
> We need to wake up and stop  nursing flawed perceptions and  outdated
> fears--the Krios who established what was referred to as 'athens of
> africa', also participated in what was the first real national war--
> referred to as 'the Bai-Bureh war'. And it wasn't a Krio who betrayed
> his hideaway then, at what is now ascension town road.  It is Krios
> that have abandoned and rejected Sierra Leone--I dare you to challenge
> this observation...
>
>
On 8/13/12, paul conton <paulconton@yahoo.com> wrote:
> Hi Isa,
>
> I'm not quite sure what you're driving at  here. Would you please say it in
> simple, direct English for me, even if it's me you're disagreeing with.
>
> Best regards,
>
> Paul

It's an observation. We need to take stock of ourseleves as a social
group that is descendant of an historic social group determined to
form a 'nation' which they    achieved.

isa


My woory with Sierra Leone is that we fail to use the most tool to solve our problems. Education was what made this country the envy of the sub region. We educate (sincerely mean the world in its entirety) far fewer people per capita than in pre-independence days. Though more women go to school we have not significantly increased their input in governance participation. The political class in many cases use the ethnicity tool to 'stay put' by deluding the members of their groups they are fighting for their rights. Finally the majority of krios have adopted the view that there is no need to fight a lost cause. Let us hope there will come a savior sometime. Even with the best of goodwill members of all groups primarily think of self first before realising later they might have by their action(s) traded off their friend(s). Education is the key!

Dalton F Faulkner

ade.akaniboy@gmail.com
Hi Paul here's another post--

Isa

The former Prez's remark quoted by Dr. Faulkner,  has been

preoccupying me for a while now. . Yes one could infer that the prz

then, may have held education in some slight,[ though his attempts and

efforts to get sleoneans trained in technical education conflicts with

this view ]but  perhaps he was referring to a system of education that

was not providing solutions to what for him then were critical

issues.--Let us examine this krio sentence--It is an impatient retort

to someone's comment or observation of a question or situation.  "dem

say Bailoh Barrie u say Davidson Nicol".In this case, the speaker

proposed Davidson Nicol as a solution.  "dem say Bailoh Barrie u say

Davidson Nicol".--Why an impatient retort?  that actually appears to

criticize a limited perception of a confounding and actually dangerous

situation stevens was seeking an answer for.

Let us consider the period--military dissatisfaction, excessive

lebanese parasiticism on the sl economy,a foreign military base in the

east, a collpsed produce and mktg board, but most frightening beyond

even the collapsed Mano river union that had such possibilities for

independence and cooperatioon, was his discovery of the silent

invasion and economic usurp of sierra leone using the east as a

doorway...This was whatnhe meant by  "dem say Bailoh Barrie'--The

Barries are a large merchant family spread out in Senegal,Guinea, and

SL that I am aware of... In referring to this he was making reference

to collective force that he perceived as a threat for which [if we go

back to his comparison with Davidson Nicol], education did not have an

answer.  More confounding for Stevens, and this underscores his

irritattion and impatience, Bailor Barrie was a pure illiterate, and

thus unfettered by the post- and neo-colonial conditions democracy was

imposing.  This what I believe was meant. Presen-day SL is

evidence...Look around in yr neighborhood..


