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From: John Bankole Jones <bankole_jones@msn.com>

To: Paul Conton <paulconton@yahoo.com> 

Sent: Wednesday, August 8, 2012 9:39 AM

Subject: 

My Paul Dear, 

Without a doubt your contribution to the debate of land tenure in Sierra Leone is valuable.  In order for SL to grow economically and commercially the land tenure system needs to be reformed so that all Sierra Leoneans can obtain a freehold interest in it anywhere in the country. There is nothing new about this. Land tenure reform or the lack of it has been recognised as one of the greatest stumbling blocks to our national economic growth for a long time.   The only cautionary note that I would add is that we should not sell large tracts of it to foreign commercial interests.  This can of course  be regulate by statute.

I am not convinced however that the manner in which this the subject has been resurrected is particularly helpful.  I am at a loss to see what it has to do with the marginalisation of the krios.  Land tenure is a national issue for which there needs to be a national debate.  Throwing in emotive language that in anyway suggests that the krios have been marginalised in some way because of a manifestly unfair land tenure system (as well they may have been) does not augur well for a national dialogue. Throwing Bankole Bright into the mix in my view is incendiary!  It suggests to me that the marginalised krios (as they like to see themselves) are in the Bankole Bright camp and effectively saying publicly, as I know they have been saying privately since King Tom ceded them a small bit of land, that the provincials should go back where they belong.

I know that that was not your intent.  But that is how it comes across to me. If I read it that way so will many others.

Lonta

Date: Wed, 8 Aug 2012 16:37:21 -0700

From: paulconton@yahoo.com

Subject: Re: 

To: bankole_jones@msn.com

Hi John,

Thanks for your very constructive reply. Let me hasten to say that the views expressed were solely my own,and not endorsed (or rejected) by the meeting we attended. No doubt the emotive language was sharpened by a certain impetuousness on my part, to which my only defence would be we have waited 51 years since Independence for this national dialogue to take place and thus far I've seen absolutely no evidence that this is even remotely forthcoming. This seemed like a good opportunity to raise the issue. If we wait much longer we'll all be dead!

One other point. You say the need for land reform has been recognized for a long time. Maybe by the experts (even this I'm not sure about), but not by the average man here in SL. I have had quite a few debates here with people who hold a contrary view.

Best regards to you and Vangi,

Paul

Sir, Paul,

I understand where you are coming from.  Enough people in the country are going to want the same thing as you and I want to turn things around, a critical mass if you will.  It will not happen by and of itself.  Education is the key in my humble opinion.  Education at every level of society -  at home, at all levels of the school system, at our universities and colleges and, dare I say, at the political level as well.  As fundamental an issue as the one you have raised needs to be enshrined in our constitution.  For that we need the legislature to enact land reform and the judiciary to enforce  its tenets. 

The street hawkers that you refer to have not got a clue why they find themselves in that predicament.  The necessity of eking out a living in Freetown that they cannot do on their own home turf is their raison d'être.  They do not see the bigger picture.  Education across the board has to be part, indeed a big part of the answer.  The current crop of politicians will do nothing as the status quo suits them nicely. A greater sense of awareness of what is at stake may just prompt a critical mass of people to do something about it and agitate for change.  It does not look as if that will happen in our lifetime!

In spite of what the ex mayor of Freetown and his cohorts may think Freetown is as much a part of the land mass of Sierra Leone as is the rest of the country.  Freetown needs to be de-congested along the lines you have suggested in your paper. There is no doubt about that.  The krios can de-marginalise themselves as much as they wish but that is not where the solution lies.  In fact in many ways they have been part of the problem.

My regards to the ex mayor!

My regards to you and yours,

John

